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Did the Czechs revolt on a given sign from their legal
leaders outside Czechoslovakia? Did Dr. Benes give
the signal for this revolt? The Nazis suggested it in their
attempts to discredit the men who work for the libera-
tion of Czechoslovakia. But a skilled oppositionist like
Dr. Benes would have been the first to recognise that
the time was not then ripe for revolt.
Thanks to him, the inner strength of the Czechs has
been preserved and is being strengthened so that it will
be effective at the proper time. Benes, at the time of
the abortive revolt, admired the courage of his country-
men and perhaps regarded the outbreak as a sign that
he can count on them when he chooses the moment.
But at the same time he expressed consternation that
so many valuable Czech lives should have been lost
in a fight that was so premature and hopeless.
Did the Nazis themselves, did their agents provocateurs,
the treacherous Czech Fascists, together with disguised
Gestapo agents instigate the revolt? They had a good
reason for doing so. The very reason which prevented
the Czech leaders from giving the signal, must have been
an incentive to them. They may have seen their chance
to lure the Czech people into revolt so that they could
swoop on the leaders, so that they could slaughter the
most courageous Czechs and put hundreds of others into
concentration camps.
Apart from these two possible origins of revolt there
is a third, a more powerful motive which is much more
dangerous for the oppressors. It is the unflinching spirit,
the will to regain freedom, which fills the Czechs and will
make them rise from time to time even against the
heaviest odds.
.   Hitler knows that and he fears it. But the Czechs,
even to-day, are too strong to be treated like the scat-